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“A sordid trade war” 
 

Re-enactment  by Rod Quantock of a speech made by 
Archbishop Daniel Mannix concerning World War One at 
St Ambrose School, Brunswick, 28 January 1917 

Commemoration on Sunday 28 January 2017  
at St Ambrose Hall, 3 Dawson Street, Brunswick 

Organised by Brunswick-Coburg Anti-Conscription 
Commemoration Committee 

 
The Coadjutor at Brunswick: war and unemployment 

[The Advocate reported: Last Sunday afternoon, 28 January 1917, at 3.00 o'clock, 
there was a great gathering of the friends and sympathisers with Christian and 
Catholic education at the important ceremony of blessing and opening the fine 
new boys’ school, Dawson Street, Brunswick. Amidst rousing cheers, his Grace 
the Coadjutor-Archbishop Dr Mannix rose to address the gathering.] Rod 
Quantock re-enacted the following extracts from his speech. 
 

Catholics know and do their duty 
… It seemed to him that Catholics had shown themselves in some respects 

wiser and more patriotic than their neighbours since the outbreak of the war 
(Applause). They knew their duty to the men fighting at the front; but the also 
knew their duty, and they tried to do their duty, to those whose proper place 
was, not in the trenches, but in the factories and the workshops of Australia 
(Cheers). They had preached and practised economy. But they knew, too, that 
judicious expenditure may be the highest economy – (Applause) – and that so-
called economy may be the most wasteful extravagance (Applause). Their 
motto, therefore, in regard to expenditure upon building and other works 
during the war had been to economise in order to meet the inevitable demands 
of the war and at the same time to maintain a steady and cautious expenditure 
in order to give employment to the working man and in some measure to 
lighten the burden that the war and war prices inevitably place upon him 
(Applause). 

If the Catholic Church in Australia had done otherwise, the result would 
have been that many thousands would have been out of employment, and their 
families reduced to destitution (Applause). They had their duty to the soldiers 
at the front, and they had their duty to the Empire, and an honourable peace 
had to be won (Applause). But they had a duty also to Australia and to the 
Australians – (applause) – who did not, and could not, go to the front 
(Applause). Australia had to be kept going, and the waving of flags would not 
feed hungry mouths (Loud applause). 
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800 carpenters out of work 
They had been reading in the press that nearly 800 carpenters and  joiners 

had been thrown out of work because State and Federal works had been closed 
down, and building operations, as far as non-Catholics were concerned, to a 
very large extent had ceased. Of the 800, many were over military age; many 
had sent their sons to the war, and some of the latter had given their lives in the 
defence of Australia. Yet these men were turned out to walk the streets in 
idleness on the plea that no work could be provided because everything must 
be devoted to purposes of war. He had no sympathy with a sentiment of that 
kind. Those who had built up the resources of Australia, who had developed its 
industries, who had given the lives of their sons in its cause, these had to be 
provided for just as much as the men who had gone to the front (Applause). It 
was time the people faced this question of unemployment fairly and squarely. 
Unemployment in Australia was not confined to war time. It was always with 
them, and that, he ventured to think, was a disgrace to the Government of 
Australia. … 

False economy 
It was small consolation to 800 unemployed carpenters to tell them that 

we must economise and that we must win the war. (Applause.) They had done, 
and they were ready to do their own part in winning the war. (Applause.) But 
why were all the economies to be at the expense of the poor and the working 
man? (Applause). The man who had £5000 a year was never displaced; the man 
who had £1000 a year was never asked to take £500 during the war. (Applause). 
No; if £1000 or £1,000,000 had to be saved, it was always done by throwing the 
poor men, in tens or in thousands out of employment. (Applause). Within the 
past twelve months well-paid officials had their salaries increased, while poor 
working men had been turned out idle in hundreds. (Shame.) What wonder if 
idle, starving men find themselves driven into socialism? (Applause). … 

An ordinary trade war 
They have heard much about the causes of the war, and about the fight for 

he small nations. It was fortunate for them that they were fighting on they side 
of small nations. Bu, when all was said and all concessions made, the war was 
like most wars – just an ordinary trade war. As long as they could remember, 
Germany was capturing more of the world’s trade than other nations thought 
to be her due. The other nations, or some of them, had equal opportunities; but 
they could not, or they did not, achieve the same success. Trade jealousy on 
both sides had seemed for years past to make a great war inevitable. How it 
would come about was a matter of accident. The invasion of Belgium was the 
spark that lighted the fire in Great Britain. But is was useless to shut one’s eyes 
to all that went before. Trade jealousy was long leading to a trade war, and the 
war came. Even how, people were arranging how the vanquished nations – 
when they were vanquished – are to be crippled in their future trade. They told 
us that the victory would be a barren victory, and all the bloodshed vain, if the 
enemy were to retain after the war  a chance of again beating in trade the rivals 
whom they failed to beat in war. Whatever else may be involved it was just a 
truism that the war was a trade war. (Applause). But, like many truisms, it was 
likely to startle those who take all their views from the daily press. (Applause). 
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